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Free and Open Source Software Movement Gains
Momentum in INDIA

The two day workshop was held at ER&DCI, Trivandrum

By Software Freedom Network

The two day workshop on “Free and open
software movements in India” was held at
ER&DCI, Trivandrum on 7th and 8th of
November. The workshop was jointly or-
ganized by Ministry of Information tech-
nology (Govt of India), Kerala State IT Mis-
sion, Indian Institute of Science (Bangalore
and Electronics Research and Development
Centre of India (Trivandrum). The cvent
was inaugurated by Mr L.Radhakrishnan
IAS, Sccretary (Industries), Government of
Kerala in a function presided over by Mr
V.K.Necelakandhan, Executive Director,
ER&DCI. About 75 delegates attended the
workshop, from the industry, Government,
academia and R&D organizations in IT.

The inauguration was followed by a pre-
sentation by Mr Satish Babu, Regional Vice
President of Computer Society of India on
the relevance of free software in India. He
explained the terms free and open software,
their genesis and the ideological positions
of the movements. He stressed on the im-
portance of free and open software move-
ments in India, especially in the E-Gover-

nance arca.

Mr Amarnath Raja, CEO of InApp Systems,
Trivandrum talked on Network Manage-
ment using Linux. He explained in simple
termsand with suitable examples the ease
with which network can be managed in all
circumstances using simple Linux com-

mands.

Mr C.V.Radhakrishnan, CEO of Focal Im-
age, Trivandrum explained the delegates
the business models of running an 1TES
business using free software. He focused the
presentation on TEX, which he has been
fully for the past several

using very succel
years for text processing.

Mr Atul Chitnis, CTO of Exocore consult-
ing, Bangalore, explained in simple terms
the economics, efficiency simplicity of
using Linux desktop. He said that he had
been using the same laptop for the last five
years for his applications (which are in free
and open source) without finding any need
to upgrade. This would not have been the
case, had he been using proprietary soft-
ware. He convinced the delegates that there
is an equal or even better alternative in open
software for all the proprietary software
applications of general use.

Mr Nagarjuna from Tata Institute of Fun-
damental Research, Mumbai, focused his
topic on free software options in databases.
He explained the database concepts and then
went into various options available in free
software, examining the pros and cons of
cach of them in detail.

The last presentation on day | was on server
side programming by Mr Rajkumar, Vice
President of Linuxsense systems. He gave
the statistics of the free software usage in
servers and said it has surpassed all propri-
ctary solutions.

Continue on Page 2, Col 1

Seminar/WorkShop Cond

ucted at SARALI, Delhi

By Sofiware Freedom Network

Free Software is at the core of their work
and philosophy. At Sarai the network and
almost all computers run on non propri-
etary free software.

Sarai conducted a three day workshop/
seminar, November 14-16 that included a
series of presentations and discussions.
The opening day featured an inaugural
speech by Shuddhabrata Sengupta of Sarai
who  briefed the participants about the
workshop and the Sarai .A talk on tactical
media

Is free and open software a vi-

able alternative for E-Gover-

nance?

nenting E-Governance applications

At a workshop held at Trivandrum which was jointly organised by MIT (Govt Of India)
Kerla State IT mission, 11Sc (Bangalore) and ER&DCI Trivandrum, the panel of thd
.ame came to the conclusion that Free & Open Source Solutions are viable for e-Gover:
1ance. The discussion was moderated by Dr R.C.Tripathi, Director, IPR Cell, Dept of IT;
jovernment of India.The panel unanimously requested support from both the Centra
.nd State Governments for the free and open software movements, especially in imple

MicroSoft Divides People : Richard Stallman

By Software Freedom Network

Richard Stallman, the Founder of the GNU
Software Project out of which Free Linux
Operating System has emerged was in New
Delhi on 111 of November. It was the same
Monday evening on which Bill Gates had
arrived in the capital on his four day visit,
when Stallman said that, * Bill Gate’s
Microsoft is generating systems that that
threaten the Software freedom. He further
stated that, * This is a struggle for freedom
and Independence. Non free software like
the ones being sold by Microsoft divides
people.

On the donations pledged by Gates,
Stallman, fondly known as RMS stated “
Gates is donating a small fraction out of
what he has squeezed out of computer us-
ers”. When Bill Gates donates computer
ystems 10 schools, it is like gifting ciga-
reties. It is initially free but when you get
hooked you have to pay for it. Non-free soft-
ware pro grammes are like that. It will be
available free of costbut fora couple of years

In a very simple way, RMS compared the
use of propriety items as , “It is like not
being allowed to share your favorite cook-
ing recipes with your friends. One cannot
exchange recipes,

one cannot change the cooking nor does one
know anything about the ingredients - that
is the world of non-free software, developed
by Microsoft. Non-free software violates the
spirit of goodwill that is so important for
luman society and civilization. It is akin to
the exploitative colonial system”.
Talking on the Indian Context, RMS
pointed out that India has less than ten per-
cent of the country’s personal computers and
server computers, although India has an
estimated half- million software develop-
ers, and there are an cstimated four million
P.Cs in use in India among the nation’s bil-
lion people.. He further argued that , * What
India should do is to resist against non-free
software collectively. The good effects of
Globalization can come about only through
the use of non-free softwares”.

Stallman also realesed his book “ No sir,
no monopoly! Free soft ware — A perspec-
tive”.

Published by Prajashakti Publishers which
was was released by B.K Kcayla, conveyor
of national working group of patent laws.

Richard Stallman is the prophet of the
free software movement. He under-
stood the dangers of software patents

years ago.
- Tim Berners-Lee, inventor of the World-

Wide Web.

labs was delivered by David Garcia which
received an overwhelming response from
the audience. Short presentations on dif-
ferent approaches to the tactical media were
taken up by Arun Mehta, Partha Prstim
Sarkar, Shekar Krishna, Pradeep Shah and
Jeebesh Bagchi, Followed by presentations
bytesforall, network and Sarai,
Cybermohalla, Project Delhi, Inyamedia
Network, Open Circle, Aur Paar Project and
Tellavision in the afternoon session.
The second and the third day was domi-
nated by talks , presentations discussions
on free software and open source software.
The second day begun with a LAP presen-
tation. Language and localization key is-
sues in free software for non- English lan-
guage was the topic taken up for discus-
sion in the afternoon. The evening session
featured presentation by Arsh Zaini on KDE
in Farsi, Ravikant on Free software in hindi,
Partha Pratim Sarkar on Computing in
Bangla and Gaurab Upadhyay on Comput-
ing in Nepali. That followed an open dis-
cussion on issues of freedom and Program-
ming Culture by Raju Mathur, Leo
Fernandes, Kishore Bharagva.. And finally
the day concluded with the screening of a
59 minutes feature “The code story of
Linux”, a film by Hannu Puttonen, featur-
ing Linus Torvalds and Richard Stallman
which left the audience spell bound.
The final day begun with a workshop/ train-
ing on GIMP, followed by a disscussion by
Ravi Sundaram , Arun Mehta , Osama
Manzar, Kanti Kumar, Gaurab Upadhaya,
Partha Pratim Sarkar on Presentation of
print media and Campaign Workshop. And
finally the event came to an end with an
open dicussion on * towards an Alterna-
tive Asian Digital Network™.
About SARAI on Page 2, Col I 1

Dehra Dun
Looks Forward
for RMS visit

By Software Freedom Network

Richard Stallman will be visiting Indig
in the month of Feb’03 and then he wil
be visiting Dehra Dun to deliver talk

and share his ldeas.

Sir George Everest Research Society is
working to make this visit purposeful
land sucessful by invlving Students, Sci
entists and other IT professionals.

only” —
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The two day
workshop was
held at ER&DCI,
Trivandrum
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The second day’s session started with the
presentation by Mr Subhash Warrier, Prin-
cipal Architect of Moksha software, Ban-
galore on developing Intellectual Property
with open source.

Dr Mary Mathew from IISc, Bangalore
talked onIntell | Property and soft

Dr T.B.Rajasekhar, Asscoiate Chairman of
National Centre for Science Information,
Bangalore talked about open source soft-
ware for digital libraries.

The afternoon session was on SALIS (Soft-
ware and Licensing Information System),
the database of open and free software,
mainly in database and networking areas,
developed by IISc for Ministry of Informa-

. Dr Gopi Garge of IISc explained the back-
ground of SALIS ‘project and gave an in-
troduction on the system. Ms Suvarsha
Walters, IISc gave an overview of SALIS,
which was followed by the d i

of the system.
The theme of the workshop was to expose

nuances of policy framing, software protect-
ing and licensing and consequently the is-
sues related to the use of OSS by end users
&developers.

Many countries are ready to exploit the bfn—
efits of Open Source software by framing
policies encouraging the use of open source

Massively Parallel Processing
With GNU/L inux To set up a cluster at home, make sure

By Ajay J.Sinai Cuncoliencar
incubuz@softhome.net

for Software Freedom

The computing world has seen many
h i hout the last two decad

software possible. Open softv .

are usually copyrighted or copylefted. While
they are generally freely distributable, there
are certain redistribution and reusability
guidelines that require the attention ‘of ev-
ery user of that software. India is not only a
software user but also a major player in the
proprietary software industry. The Minis-
try of Communication & Information Tech-
nology (MCIT), Government of India, ac-
knowledges the complexities of using open
source copyrighted software in terms of its
use for e-governance and digital divide, in-
cluding policies, Intellectual Property issues
and the technical and economical viability
of using Open source software in the In-

As a;plications and related programs be-
come ever more complex, there is increas-
ing demand for better and faster
hardware.As manufacturers achieve
higher clock rates, increasingly complex
process related problems are faced by
them . The primary concem is that of heat
dissipation and packing density.

As the clock speed is stretched, more
dense packing is required (which is not
an easy task to achieve ) and along with
dense packing comes the problem of heat
dissipation. It is often said that the
miracle of a Cray is not that it runs so
fast but that it doesn’t melt down!

that the PCs are properly nerrked. In-
stall PVM on both (or n) machines e}nd
configure pvm (which invol\{es settmg
appropriate environment variables and
appending a stub to the bash profile) any
construct a virtual machine by adding
available nodes to it . (any one node can
be designated as “master”). PVM pro-
vides some test programs and examples
so that you can test the cluster. Y'ou can
also write your own code by using the
calls provided by PVM. To }:uild an effi-
cient machine for some serious process-
ing , one would need better processors
and a fast network . One can use power-
ful processors (1GHz+) and fast ( and
expensive) network’s such as Intel’s Gi-
gabit Eth luti Such cl

have been built and implemented for real
life problem solving ._An example-is
“kamadhenu” at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Center for Advanced Scientific Research
- Bangalore which is a GNU/Linux clus-
ter of 8 Intel PIII’s (800 MHz)connected
over Gigabit Ethernet.

tion technology, Govt of India,. dian context. About the Author...
The two day workshop addresses the following broad concerns: A young final year undergraduate of computer science from the colorful city of Go'a. A multi.
- farious personality, who enjoys adventure biking and sways to the tunes of metallica , doors,

G'nR, black sab ,pink floyd ,Led zep etc... n the guys at FSF and the whole GNU community..and
a wonderful philosophy called GNU/linux are his driving forces and motivation. This is Ajay J|
Sinai Cuncoliencar who at this tender age of 22 dreams of coding for GNU/linux .. and to writ.
applications for clusters. grid computing etc...Finds pleasure in Playing around with his system,
coding in c/c++ , reading sci-fi stuff, and exploring unix likesystems. Presently he is working o
Cluster related projects.. currently coding an MP3 encoder forPVM on GNU/linux clusters. Als

- Open Domain software and the digital divide

- Intellectual Property and Patenting

- Case studies on free software

- Software and Licensing Information System (SALIS)

The workshop is targeted towards the following audience:

- SMEs in software development using open source and proprietary software

+-Software Developers

- Strategic decision makers and CTOs of IT izations involved in softy

product design

* Legal experts in State IT organizations dealing with software licensing and

enforcement issues

- Decision makers in Government Departments

Established in 2000, it includ

11ah

About Sarai

Sarai is South Asia’s first public initiative on urban culture, media and daily life.
both scholars and practitioners, collaborate with a
wider community in generating critical research insights and knowledge in the
public domain. Sarai is a programme of Center for Study of Developing Societies,
one of the India’s best known research centers. Free Software is at the core of their
work and philosophy. At sarai network and almost all computers run on non propri-

dividual

Sarai ates with i

etary softy

» umvi

public domain.

organizations and NGOs within the broad framework of a commitment to a critical

jes, as well as cultural

SuSE to Debut Office Desktop

SuSE Linux announced a multi-stage prod-
uct campaign for the corporate desktop
deployment of SuSE Linux. Starting Janu-
ary 2003, small and medium-scale enter-
prises will be able to migrate to Linux on
desktops using the “SuSE Linux Office
Desktop.”

“In numerous desktop projects during the
past years, we gained insight into the vari-
ous needs of enterprises,” explains Petra
Heinrich, VP Qualified User at SuSE
Linux. “The clear increase in the customer
demand for corporate Linux desktop solu-
tions has confirmed our conviction that the
time has come to carry the accumulated
experience to the market in the form of
desktop products tuned to the needs of our
target groups.”

The first clement of SuSI’s product cam-
paign for the utilization of Linux on work-
stations will be available January 2003.
Using SuSE Linux Office Desktop, com-
panies and private users without any pre-
vious Linux experience, will be able to uti-
lize the stability and security of Linux on
the desktop. Additionally, SuSE Office
desktop allows users to continue the pro-
cessing of existing data with accustomed
applications such as Microsoft Office.

SuSE Linux Office Desktop combines the
technology and user-friendliness of SuSE
Linux 8.1 with proven tools that facilitate
the migration from Windows operating sys-
tems and applications. During the installa-
tion, SuSE’s system assistant YaST2 (Yet
another Setup Tool) automatically detects
the existing Windows 95/98/ME installa-
tion and submits a suitable proposal for the
rearrangement of existing hardware space
and the Linux software to be installed. Even
without any previous technical knowledge
and a pre-installed Windows 2000/XP, the
migration to Linux performs smoothly due
to the partitioning tool, Acronis OS Selec-
tor,

SuSE Linux Office Desktop seamlessly en-
ables the continued use of existing data,
such as StarOfTice 6.0 by Sun Microsystems,
which offers text processing, spreadsheet,
and presentation applications in Linux,
combined with mature filter fi s for

¥ ehip. Tobuild a simple parallel proc:

some frontends with Gtk+Web programming .. working on a local site listing the
available GNsoftware around Goa... for easy exchange

It is evident that to achieve higher perfor-
mangce levels one has to concentrate on Par-

'allel‘P'mc‘essing tather than waiting for the

The Indian super comiputer
means Parallel Machine) is also a cluster
of sun sparc processors comnected by,

indi developed PARAMNET net-

hi aut\z‘g\ew
machine one doesn’t require a billion dol-
lar budget and loads of high-tech equipment
- All that is required is some basic know
how, a couple of PCs ( even 486’s will do!)

'work .There are scores of other very fast

" 'MPP’s all over the world running on GNU/

Linux and other off the shelf hardware com-
ponents.
There are other approaches to making par-

and some essential libraries and pack
,which are freely available on'the net. -

GNU/Linux is a natural choice as
the OS for the basic cluster . The free-
dom offered by GNU/Linux makes it pos-
sible to tune the OS for this environment.
The most popular model for Parallel Pro-
cessing is the message passing model in
which data is exchanged between proces-
sors by passing messages.The Parallel
Virtual Machine is one which

allel processing more ible MOSIX
which is a kernel level scheduler doesn’t
require code to be rewritten to run on par-
allel machines and hence cuts the tedious
task of parellelising code But in this case
there is a trade off between efficiency and
convenience. -

To conclude, the future of high performance
processing lies in MPP’s and the fact that
this approach gives a fantastic cost to per-
formance ratio, makes it very practical for

implements message passing to build par-
allel processing machines also known as
clusters.It is possible to build a basic par-
allel processing machine with two PCs
which are networked.Although the effi-
ciency would be quite less but it’s quite
useful for learning and experimenting,

Both KDE 3.0.3 and GNOME 2.0 are avail-
able as graphical desktop environments.

With the functionality and appearance of
the mail client Evolution, users will not
miss Microsoft Outlook. SuSE Linux Of-
fice Desktop provides all tools needed for
office clients in a small or medium scale
network.

The new SuSE Linux Office Desktop will
be available from SuSE Linux resellers from
January 2003. The recommended retail
price per workstation is § 129.00, includ-
ing detailed documentation and 90 days of
installation support.

data exchange. In addition, StarOffice Base
provides a powerful database. Codeweaver
CrossOver Office 1.2 allows the utilization
of accustomed applications such as
Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and
Visio 2000 on the SuSE desktop. For the
first time, IBM Lotus Notes can be used
from a Linux desktop.

loping countries like India. It wont be
long before popular processor intensive
applications are ported to MPP’s and the
enthusiastic PC user will enter the amaz-
ing world of Massively Parallel Process-
ing.

Mumbai based
company releases
Indian language
fonts under the
GNU GPL

M/S Cyberscape Multimedia Limited,
Mumbai, developers of Akruti Software for
Indian Languages (http://wwiv.akruti.com),
have released a set of TTF fonts for nine
Indian scripts (Devanagari, Gujarati,
Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada,
Bengali, Oriya, and Gurumukhi) under the
GNU General Public License (GPL).

SuSE 8.1 illustrates MS’ fear

By Thomas C Greene in Washington, (tegreene@bellatlantic.net)
Anyone wondering why MS execs Steve Ballmer and Brian Valentine are so bent
out of shape about Linux should check out SuSE’s most recent distro, 8.1, for:
insight. For a desktop PC or small-biz network its already miles ahead of Win98-
SE and ME and closing fast on XP for ease of installation and use by first-timers

]
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Talking with Open Source advocates from Peru and Vietnam

By

Personal site; http://roblimo.com

Ata conference in Washington, D.C,, 1 lis-
tened to a speech by (and had private con-
versations with) Peruvian Congressman and
"Opcn Source Hero" Edgar Villanueva and
an interesting gentleman from Vietnam
who both told me, in no uncertain terms,
why their countries must switch to Linux
and Open Source instead of depending on
pfopri:lnry software from foreign compa-
nies.
Villanueva gave his formal specch through
an interpreter, and our private conversations
took place using a combination of my neg-
ligible Spanish, his negligible English, and
casual translation help from multilingual
bystanders. He’s a charming man, an ora-
tor so talented that his skills came through
even though he was speaking in a language
most of his audience didn’t understand.
Even though he is often identified as “doc-
tor,” his doctorate is in jurisprudence. He
described himselfas “justa lawyer and poli-
tician, not a technical person,” and said he
first encountered Linux and Software Libre
when he was mayor of a small town and
wanted to get some computers for the local
school so that students could learn what they
needed to know to get decent jobs in mod-
em society. :
Villanueva’s town didn't have money for
proprietary operating systems and software.
His (then) IT advisor wanted to do what
most people in Peru and other low-income
countries have always done: make illegal
copies of someone else’s software. But
Villanueva wanted a legal solution if one
was available, and it turned out one was
out there: Linux, courtesy of some local
Software Libre advocates he met more or
less by chance. They installed Linux, he
tried it, and it worked. Glory be! Suddenl

rium at the World Bank building.

The subject of the U.S. ambassador to Peru
trying to stall Villanueva's attempt to get
Peru’s government to pass Open Source
preference laws came up. Villanueva was
incensed about that act of interference,
Don't forget: The U.S, government has a
long history of meddling in the internal af-
fairs of Latin American countries on be-
half of U.S. companics, and to Villanueva
and many other Peruvians the current “car-
rot and stick" approach Microsoft is taking
in its dealings with Peru (and other Latin
American nations) is the same coloninlism
that once had U.S. troops enforcing United
Fruit Company policies in the region by

force of arms. Yes, getting a Jot of donated
software is nice, and Microsofl is donating
plenty of software to Peruvian schools and
profits, but U.S. have built
plenty of hospitals and other facilitics in
Latin America in the past — while taking
far more out of the recipicnt countries in
profits than the amounts they donated.

Villanueva also pointed out the hypocrisy
of the U.S. government boosting Microsoft

Viotnam's situation Is similar to Peru’s
Actually, it's worse. Vietnam's cstimated
software piracy rate {s 97 percent, the
world's highest, as opposed to Peru's mere
80 percent. But then, Peru's $2,400 per
capita annual income looks like big money
to the average Vietnamese person, who gets
more like $440 per ycar. Even at the top of
the Vietnamese income scale, things are
bleak by U.S. standards. Imagine a corpo-
rate CEO there carning 50 times the aver-
age worker's salary — a ratio that was
considered normal in the U.S. before our
Corporate Masters decided they should
have cverything and workers should have
nothing — and you come up with $22,000
per year. $1,500 in software for a fully-
capable office PC is a big dent in that in-
come. Do you really think even a Vietnam-
esc at the top of the country's salary scale
is going to cough up full price for
Photoshop when he can get it on an ille-
gally copied CD for $3 or $5!

But, once again, those pesky trade treaties
come into play, Offshore-owned factories
in Vietnam that make things like sports
shoes, clothing, and circuit boards may
offer terrible wages and working conditions
by U.S. or European standards, but for
many Vi they offer the only avail-

0 “while ing the pany
at home.” Another theme he harped on was
“data ownership,” meaning that informa-
tion placed on computers owned by the Pe-
ruvian government belonged to the Peru-
vian people, and should not be held hos-
tage to proprictary file formats owned by
any one company, especially a foreign com-
pany.

He also noted that his proposed law was
not, as Microsoft and its allies have claimed,
discriminatory in any way; that as long as
vendors are willing to supply source codo

for all software they sell to the Peruvian
government, “we do not want to ‘mandate

any one company — or give anyone prefer-
ence by race, religion, national origin or
(brief pause) sexual orientation.” (Much
laughter.)

Then there’s the question of using comput-
ers to tally votes. Villanueva believes every
line of code used in voting machines and
for vote counting must be available for pub-
lic inspection as an anti-corruption mea-
sure. He admits that the average citizen may
not understand computer programming,
and that he doesn’t either, but points out

a school in a small, impoverished town had
a few old but usable computers up and run-
ning, and kids learning how to use them,
without breaking any laws — or spending
all of the town’s tiny education budget on
hard nd softs
Countries like Peru depend on foreign trade
for many necessities, and trade treaties with
the U.S. and other “first world” countries
 produce most of the world’s high-end
manufactured’goods have intellectual prop-

srovisions that have gotten increasingly .

recent years, so crackdowns on il-
ate have become common. There
ng element of hypocrisy to this
crackdown, Villanueva said in his specch,
because “Both the prosecutors and the
judges are usually using pirated software
when they try these cases.”

Villanueva pointed out that 25 percent of
Peru’s national budget gocs to pay foreign
debt, much of it accrued under “the dicta-
torship” that preceded the current, elected
govemment in which Villanuava now par-
ticipates on the national, not just local, level.
To much laughter, he said, “This confer-
ence is the first thing the World Bank has
done that might help us,” the irony being
that much of Peru’s overscas debt is owed
to the World Bank, and the World Bank has
a reputation as a rather ham-fisted collec-
tor, but we were talking about Linux, Open
Source. and Software Libre in an audito-

that political parties and i d citizens’
groups ought to be able to hire their own
programmers to make sure all the election
computers are running correctly -
andhonestly.

Peru is no to “stolen” el
Villanueva doesn’t want to see any more of
them there, and believes the only way to
keep shady politicians from bribing the
people who program and operate the elec-
tion computers is to have all of their code
and other internal functions visible to any-
one who wants to look at them.

Later, over coffee, I invited Villanueva to
move to the United States and run for Con-
gress here. He politely declined. Aside from
citizenship issues, he is happy in Peru, and
he’d rather not be overly involved with the
U.S. government, thank you.

His final word on the subject of buying lots
of proprietary software from U.S. and other
foreign companies when there are free
(Libre) and Open Source alternatives avail-
able was, “Perhaps they can give us some
of that software in return for paying down
our World Bank debt, ch? That would be
much better than doing some software do-
nations while still trying to get us to pay all
the debts while trying to sell us all kinds of
software we can’t afford because of those
debts.”

able chance to live The Good Life. Those
factory salaries offer workers a chance to
own such luxuries as a battery-powered
radio and a bicycle, possibly even (after
years of saving and struggling) a motor
scooter and a TV. But if the intellectual
property protection provisions of various
trade treaties aren't met, the United States

and other countries that are heavy in the

software, movie, pop music, TV show, and

e eahere aimint “piraie”

countries like Vietnam, and all the export-
based factory jobs will go away.

So Vietnamese software piracy must— and
will — stop. In the minds of proprietary
software company executives, this appar-
ently means, “Woo! Lots more sales! Let’s
break out the champagne!” In the minds
of people like Professor Tran Luu Chuong,
of Vietnam's Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology, it means, “We had better find a way
to bring our country online and into the
21st Century without using proprietary
software we can’t possibly afford, now that
the big software companies are getting so
nasty about us copying their products with-
out paying them.”

Computer virus
re more preva-
ent on Windows
han any other
ystem.

lin excerpt taken from report “Why Open
Source Software/ Free Software (OSS/FS)?
Look at the Numbers!” by David A.
Wheeler. .to read the complete report log
on to dwheeler@dwheeler.com

Virus infection has been a major cost to
users of Microsoft Windows. The
LoveLetter virus alone is d to have

‘Robin Mij 3 . i
Miller, Editor in Chicf, OSDN (Linux.com, Slashdot, freshmeat, and other Open Source Web sites) for Software Freedom

To Professor Chuong, it is an “extremist”
stance to mandate the use of Open Source
software by law, while in his eyes a “mod-
erate” stance is merely to encourage its
use. And whether through mandates or
encouragement, he believes Vietnam needs
to usc Open Source softwarc for rcasons
that go beyond money and trade. He said,
“We need to increase our IT security and
IT sovereignty,” and later added, “We need
to reduce our independence on interna-
tional vendors.”
I often think U.S. companies — and the
U.S. government officials who so readily
do their bidding — underestimate the
amount of national pride other countries”
citizens have. Dr. Chuong is a wizened,
white-haired gentleman, old enough to
femember U.S. soldiers fighting in his
tountry, perhaps old enough to remember
French troops and colonial goverors in
Hanoi.
He is not interested in protecting Ameri-
kan or European software companies’ in-
erests. His objective (and his job) is to
brotect Vietnam’s interests, and if that
fncans he funnels his ministry’s budget into
lating more Open Source software
nto Vietnamese, and writing custom ap-
plications in Vietnamese instead of send-
ng money to foreign companies for soft-
ware licenses, he will lose no sleep over
hny potential income those foreign soft-
are companies may lose because of his
Hecisions.Indeed, hardly any government
fficials from “developing countries” seem
o be losing much sleep over the possibil-
ty of proprietary software companies los-
g sales to Linux and Open Source, and
s Sverrindnn ;emwnr xate YT man-
hgers seem to be echoing their third world
parts’ senti I suppose 1
hould be happy about this. After all, as 2
[U.S. taxpayer, every time my own govein-
ment chooses a low-cost Open Source so-
ution over an expensive proprietary one,
t saves me money!

Here is what they said:

The numbers differ in detail, but all
kources agree that computer viruses are
bverwhelmingly more prevalent on Win-
Hows than any other system. There are
hbout 60,000 viruses known for Windows,
HO or so for the Macintosh, about 5 for
Fommercial Unix versions, and perhaps
HO for Linux. Most of the Windows vi-
Fuses are not important, but many hun-
freds have caused widespread damage.
Two or three of the Macintosh viruses were
\idespread enough to be of importance.
None of the Unix or Linux viruses became
idespread - most were confined to the
laboratory. Many have noted that one rea-
on Windows is attacked more often is
imply because there are so many Win-
Hows systems in use. Windows is an at-
fractive target for virus writers simply be-
tause it is in such widespread use. For a
Virus to spread, it has to transmit itself to
pther susceptible computers; on average,
kach infection has to cause at least one
more. The ubiquity of Windows machines
pnakes it easier for this threshold to be
feached.There may be a darker reason:
here are many who do not like Microsoft's
business practices, and perhaps this con-
fributes to the problem. Some of

cost $960 million in direct costs and $7.7
billion in lost productivity, and the anti-
virus software industry sales total nearly
$1 billion annually.
Dr Nic Pocling and Dr Julian Satchell’s
Analysis of the Impact of Open Source
Software includes an analysis of the vari-
ous data sources for virus counts, noting
the disproportionate vulnerability of Win-
ws 8ystems

" s business p have been
proven in court to be illegal, but the U.S.
overnment appears unwilling to effec-
tively punish or stop those practices. Some
p literate people may be taking
their frustration out on users of Microsoft’s
product. This is absolutely wrong, and in
hnost countries illegal.

...Continued on page 4, col 2
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Editorial

“Software Freedom” is not just
a News Letter, nor is it justa
Free Software Movement. Itis
a Social Movement. This
movement gets more strength
and creates a greater impetus
when we receive encourage-
ment from various comers. We
do hope you will keep sending
us your feed back, be it bou-
quets or brickbats, what ever
you really feel about us . Yes,
we are working towards a
“Letters to the Software Free-
dom” column next time as now
we could not compile the en-
tire overwhelming amount of
mail received from various sec-
tors.

We also like to bring to your
attention that we are raising
two issues, “You just can’t ig-
nore other office suite “ and
“FS day to be celebrated”. We
hope you will find time to pe-
ruse on them and send in your
responses at
indiahills@vsnl.com so that we
can published- and forward
your reactionsto the larger sec-
tion of the concerned commu-

nity.

And finally we look forward
to your subscription for *“Soft-
ware Freedom” to give mo-
mentum to the this on going
movement.

Free Software
Movement Day
to be

Celebrated

We don’t know if we have marked
some day for “Free Software Move-
ment” just like Labour’s Day,
‘Woman's Day, Valentine’s Day etc.
If not, one should debate to have a
special day to create awareness
among the computer users.

"

..continued from pg 3, col 3

At this point, although this has been
speculated many times, I have not found
any evidence that this is a widespread
motivator for actual attacks. On the other
hand, if you are choosing products,

It is extremely unethical to attack an in-
nocent user of a Microsoft product simply
because of Microsoft's policies, and I con-
demn such behavior. do you really want
to choose the product whom people may
have a vendetta against?

However, the reasons given above don’t

The benefits of using'Open
Source (OSS used on desktop

computers)

Source: FLOSS Report

Continued from the last issue...

Desktop software related to client operat-
ing systems...

Open source software on desktop comput-
ers can come in different variants. First 0
all, 0SS might be the client or desktop com-
puter operating system, €.8. Linux. Sec-
ondly,it might be a certain part of software
that is usually considered part of the op-
eratingsystem but developed by different de-
velopers than the operating system core;

Again somewhat less important Was the
higher number of potential applications.
54% of the users of 0OS software on desk-

f  tops said that this influenced their decision

in favor of OSS at least in an important way.
This is, however, 8 higher value than ;
for all other areas. Additional applications
are obviously more important for desktop
usage than for server operating sysm or
databases. The latter are often acquired for

The KDE or Gnome ps are 1p
for such software. Most often they are
used in combination with Linux.

Higher performance not as important as
direct cost savings
Closely related is again the question for the
importance of a better price-to-perform-
anceratio. The results are very similar to
those for the importance of low license fees.
However, the percentage of respondents
idering it to have played a very impor-

explain the disproportionate bil
ity of Microsoft’s products. A simpler ex-
planation, and one that is easily proven,
is that Microsoft has made a number of
design choices over the years in
M f's products that are fund
tally less secure, and this has made their
products a much easier target than many
other systems. Examples include execu-
tion of start-up macros in Word, execu-
tion' of attachments in Qutlook, and lack

tantrole is lower than for the low license
fee. This outcome fits with the answers

about the importance of higher perfor-
mance. For 65% higher performance has
beenat least an important reason for their
acquisition of Open Source desktop
software.For 25% this reason was even very
important. These are both lower values than
forthe lice'nae:‘fee criterion.

a specific purp )
Training cost savings with lowest impor-
tance of indirect cost savings

Training cost savings have only been an
jmportant reason for deciding in favor of
08 desktop software for 45%. This value is
lowest of all potential indirect benefits from
using OS software, as it is in the other ar-
eas. OS software obviously does not lead
to substantial training cost savings.

Existing solutions and know-how important
but not very much

Existing solutions and know-how are con-
sidered by fewer respondents to have been
very important but by more to have been
important. Overall 59% of those actually
using OSS on desktops have decided to
some extent so because they had existing
so-lutions,know-how. or experience that

* would facilitate the use of this software:in,

11 b

Indirect cost savings. for. i \and
T - 7 Zp iy gy N Al B

of write p on system direc

in Windows 3.1/95/98. This may be be-
cause Microsoft has assumed that custom-
ers will buy their products whether or not
Microsoft secures them; since until re-
cently there’s been little competition, there
was no need to spend money on “invis-
ible” attributes such as security. It’s also

You just
- Can’t Ignore
Other Office
Suites

Have you ever come across any
Tender/Purchase inquiry carrying
“Require Compaq Brand of Com-
puters only” or “Require IBM
Brand of Computers only “ or “Re-
quire HP Brand of Computers
only” etc. None of you, I do hope.
But you must have come across
Tender inquiries stating “Require
MS-OFFICE”. Well in the past
there were not much choices in case
of Office Suite.

Now things have changed. There
are plenty of other brands for of-
fice suite. In my view, before put-
ting up a tender for an Office Suite,
a technical committee/user should
give their choice for the particular
brand with valid reasons, in case
they want to procure a particular
Brand. Else one should mention all
the popular and competent Brand
names in the tender inquiry. We in-
vite our readers for an open dis-
cussion and look forward for their
views.

ible that Microsoft is still trying to
adjust to an Internet-based world; the
Internet would not have developed as it
has without Unix-like systems, while for
many years Microsoft ignored the Internet
and then suddenly had to play “catch-up”
in the early 1990s. Microsoft has some-
times claimed that they can’t secure their
products because they want to make sure
that their products are “easy to use”. While
it’s true that some security features can
make a product harder to use, usually a
secured product can be just as easy to use
if the security features are carefully de-
signed into the product. Besides, what’s
so easy to use about a system that has to
be reformatted and reinstalled every few
months because yet another virus got in?
But for whatever the reason, it’s demon-
strably true that Microsoft’s designers
have in the past made decisions that made
their products’ much weaker than other
systems.
In contrast, while it’s possible to write a
virus for OSS/FS operating systems, their
design makes it more difficult for viruses
to spread... showing that Microsoft’s de-
sign decisions were not inevitable. It ap-
pears that OSS/FS developers tend to se-
lect design choices that limit the damage
of viruses, perhaps in part because their
code is subject to public inspection and

Indirect cost savings are given a relative
high importance from users of OS on desk-
tops.

While 66% consider savings on installa-

tion and integration costs to have been

at least important for their decision, 63%

come to the same conclusion regarding op-

eratingand administration cost savings.

These are the highest values across all four

usage areas. Obviously proprietary soft-

ware is regarded as being suboptimal with

re-spectto costs for installation and admin-

Better functionality and open source code
equally important

Close together are the assessments of bet-
ter functionality and modifiable source
code.Better functionality of OS desktop
software was an important or very impor-
tant rea-sonfor their decision for 63% of
those establishments surveyed.

As in the other areasanalysed, this value
is somewhat below those for the lower li-
cense fees or the higherstability and better
access protection. In comparison, 60% of
those using OSS ondesktops considered the
openness and modifiability of software to
have been at leastan important decision cri-
terion and 19% even consider it to have
been very impor-tant. These are larger num-
bers than for all other usage areas, indi-
cating that the wishto modify software is
most pronounced for desktop software.

Also hardware cost savings and higher
number of potential applications with high-
est importance across areas

For ple, OSS/FS progr
generally do not support start-up macros
nor execution of mail attachments that can
be controlled by attackers. Also, leading
OSS/FS operating systems (such as GNU/
Linux and the *BSDs) have always had
write protection on system directories.
http://www‘maringpenguin‘com/
mimedefang/anti-virus.php3. OSS/FS sys-
tems are nof immune to malicious code,

p hard cost savings were of
medium importance. For 56% of those
usingOS desktop software, these have been
at least an important decision factor. Again,
this value is higher than for all other usage
areas. Being able to use smaller computers
or use older computers for a longer time
can lead to significant cost savings, as the
savings on each single have to

is area, second

Quite many Open Source programs exist in
this area, leading to a rather diverse usage
of this sort of software. First of all, there is
the possibility of using Open Source web
servers like Apache. Indeed Apache turmed
out to be the most popular application in
this field. 72% of those using any sort of
OS software in co jon with websi
employ Apache. Second in popularity is
Perl, used by 48% of OS users. PHP comes
third with 32%.Combining these results
with the popularity of Linux as server oper-
ating system and MySQL as Open Source
database, the acronym LAMP should better
stand for Linux,

Apache, MySQL, Perl instead of PHP at the
end. Nevertheless, to a large extend both
Perl and PHP can be used for the same pur-
pose and in similar ways for the operation
of websites.

Squid used by 26% of respondents in this
area

Squid, the Open Source caching software,
is typically used in larger Intranets to re-
duce the amount of traffic on an

PR 5

S ] Internet

tion. It is

therefore more used to manage retrieval of
websites than the operation of an estab-
lishment’sown websites. 26% of those re-
spondents using any sort of OS software in
connection with websites employ Squid.
Tomcat most popular among “Others”
The programming language Python is used
by only 8% of respondents in this area.

It is thus much less popular than Perl with
which it has several features in common.
Of similar popularity are other sorts of Open
Source software. Apart from some people
mentioning Linux, PHP-Nuke — an OS con-
tent management system — was mentioned
a few times in the category “Others”. Most
often indicated was the use of

Tomcat. Tomcat is the servlet container that
is used in the official reference

be multiplied by the numberTof computers

but they are inly more

in a company

pl for the Java Servlet and
JavaServer Pages technologies and is by
now partof the Apache project.
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Product Review

The GIMP

qlMP is an acronym for GNU Image Ma-
nipulation Program. It is a freely distrib-
uted piece of software suitable for such tasks
as photo retouching, image composition and
image authoring.

It is an extremely capable piece of software
with many capabilities. It can be used as a
simple paint program, a expert quality
photo retouching program, an online batch
processing system, a mass production im-
age renderer, a image format converter, etc.

GIMP is extremely expandedable and ex-
tensible. It is designed to be augmented with
plugins and extensions to do just about any-
thing. The advanced scripting interface al-
lows everything from the simplest task to
the most complex image manipulation pro-
cedures to be easily scripted.

GIMP is written and developed under X11
on UNIX platforms. There is an OS/2 port
in development. There is also a native
win32 port available at Tor Lillqvist’s site.
And some people have reported success in
getting GIMP to run in MacOS X .

This is only a very quickly thrown together
list of GIMP features. This is only the tip
of the iceberg.

Full suite of painting tools
including Brush, Pencil, Airbrush,
Clone,etc.
Tile based memory managent so
image size is limited only by avail-
able disk space.
Sub-pixel sampling for all paint
tools for high quality anti-aliasing
Full alpha channel support
Layers and channels
A Procedural Database for calling
internal GIMP functions from cx-
ternal programs as in Script-fu
Advanced scripting capabilities
Multiple Undo/Redo (limited only
by diskspace)
Virtually unlimited number of
images open at one time
Extremely powerful gradient edi-
tor and blend tool.
Load and save animations in a
convenient frame-as-layer format.
Transformation tools including
rotate, scale, shear and flip.
File formats supported include gif,
Jpe, pog, xpm, tiff, tga, mpeg, ps,
pdf, pcx, bmp, and many others.
Load, display, convert, save to
many file formats.
Selection tools including rect-
angle, ellipse, free, fuzzy, bezier
and intelligent.
Plug-ins which allow for the easy
addition of new file formats and
new effect filters.
Over 100 plugins already avail-
able.
Supports custom brushes and pat-
terns

KNOPPIX®

What isKNOPPIX®

KNOPPIX is a bootable CD ;vith a
collection of GNU/Linux software,
0“1" d fetection, and support
sound cards, SCSI

for man) hics cards, «
and USyBg‘::vices and other pfnphernls.
KNOPPIX can be used as 2 Linux demo,
educational CD, rescue systemm, Of adap(‘cdl
and used as 2 platform f?’ commercial
software product demos. Itis nqt necessary
to install anything on 2 hard disk. Due to
on-the-fly decompression, the CD can have

upto2 GB of executable software installed

on it.

A new champ...

The pluses for Mandrake install are its
speed and the absolute ease of obtaining and
applying updates. It completely obliterates
the Windows contenders in both the update
category and the installation of attached
devices. Although the speed of the Man-
drake update is much more a factor of the
download size, it is also easier to perform
than the Red Hat update process.

Furthermore, the default installation in-
cluded not one but two hical e

NEWS Makers

Japan may drop
Windows to
boost security

Courtesy : indiatimes.com

TOKYO: The Japanese government will
consider replacing Microsoft Corp’s Win-
dows, used in much of its computer net-
works, with another operating system to
bolster security, a newspaper said on
Saturday.The advantage of open source

¥ncnts, and both seem to work exactly as
intended. On the issue of Office Suites, the
Mandrake 9.0PowerPack install left me
with both Open Office 1.0 and Star Office
6.0. On the basis of those pluses, and the
sheer speed of the process, Mandrake 9.0
nudges Red Hat 8.0 out of first place in the
derby.”http://www.linuxworld.com/

It’s Linux for
IBM
supercomputer
project

Linux will be the main operating system
for IBM’s upcoming family of “Blue Gene”

p p a major end for
the operating system and the open-source
computing model it representss

Blue Gene/L, the first member of the fam-
ily, will contain 65,000 processors and 16
trillion bytes of memory. Due in 2004 or
2005, the system will be able to perform
200 trillion calculations per second.

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
will use the system for performing nuclear
imulations.The d to adopt

P!
'Linux came, in part, as a result of the grow-

ing size and strength of the open-source
community. Thousands of developers
around the world are participating in the
evolution of Linux. Creating a new OS in-
side of IBM would require a massive engi-
neering effort.

News.com’s Stephen Shankland contrib-
uted to this report.

E-Governance in In-
dia: Too many goals
and very little reality

The dotcom revolution brought with it
newer concepts of e-business, venture fund-
ing, e-commerce, and various other rela-
tionship management issues. As the wave
is slowly wearing off amid layoffs and com-
pany shut-downs, the message that is in-
creasingly getting clearer is that at the end
of the day, e-business is nothing but ‘busi-
ness’ as usual.

The term ‘e-govemance’ today, is facing a
familiar grind. According to one school of
thought, a distinction needs to be made
between the terms ‘e-government’ - where
citizens can avail of government services
such as land records, filing of tax etc; and
«e-governance’ - which involves the for-

lation of laws and regul to gov-
em cyberspace, suchas domain names, etc.
See more from here: http://
www.zdoetindia.com

prog is that unlike Microsoft’s soft-
ware products, they do not require licens-
ing fees and can be modified because their
source codes are made available for free.
This makes it easier for system operators
to cope with any problems that could arise,
the paper said.

Jor the full story visit indiatimes.com

Draft W3C Patent
Policy

. Attorney Larry Rosen reports http://
newsforge.com that the World Wide Web
Consortium http:/www.w3c.org/ (W3C)
needs feedback on their last-call draft http:/
/www.w3.orgof a new patent policy. The
good news is that this latest draft calls for
all W3C specifications to be freely
implementable. Larry says “The commu-
nity now needs to be heard supporting this
policy so that it is not undone during the
public input and W3C Advisory Council
phase.” C are being d un-

Congressman
under fire for
attack on free
software

WASHINGTON — Rep. Adam Smith, D-
Wash., was criticized Wednesday by the
chairman of a House technology commit-
tee for an attack on the free software
movement.A bipartisan group of lawmak-
ers had written a letter urging White House
computer security adviser Richard Clarke
to find sales opportunities for government-
funded software projects. The letter had no
mention of the issue of free software, also
known as open-source or General Public
License (GPL) software. undermine inno-
vation and security. But when Smith, whose
biggest political contributor is Microsoft,
began circulating the letter to his fellow
Democrats asking for their signatures, he
added his own correspondence saying the
free softy philosophy is “probl i
and threaten(s) to undermine innovation
and security.”The open-source movement
advocates that software, such as the Linux
operating system, should be distributed free
and open to modification by others rather
than treated as copyright-protected, for-
profit property.Smith’s attack on open-
source drew an angry response from one of
the original authors of the letter, Rep. Tom
Davis, R-Va., chairman of the Government
Reform Subcommittee on Technology and

P,

til December 31st, 2002, at www-
pntentpo]icy-comment@wS.‘org.
mailto:www-patentpolicy-

comment@w3.01g
Packages Re-

moved by Release
Manager.

In dance with the http:/
/lists.debian.org last month, Anthony
Towns reported, http://lists.debian.org/ that
about thirty packages that were removed
from the distribution. However, at least
three more packages were removed from
the non-US http://satie.debian.org. distri-
bution as well. Anthony states that these
packages may be re uploaded and will be
considered new packages with the usual
processing. Please make sure that any
known bugs are actually fixed before you
do so, though.

P Policy.
Prerelease  of
OpenOffice.org
available.

Chris Halls announced http://
lists.debian.org a new set of prerelease pack-
ages for the OpenOffice.org (O00) appli-
cation suite. If no problems are found these

packages are supposed to be uploaded to
unstable soon.
Additionally, upstream http:/

www.openoffice.org asked for help with a
new initiative http:/www.openoffice.orgs to
make OOo a well behaved citizen on ones
harddisk by using the systems native in-
staller to become the default way to install,
modify, or uninstall it. Naturally, Debian
packages are already listed as being sup-
ported by the next release.

What about the three
Applications I had
sentu?

Give us few weeks to
locate it as we are e-

governance.

SF
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Linux for the

non Geek:considering

installing Linux? Here’s the
dope in layman terms
By Anup Kurian

Special thanks to Ms. Anita Bora, Astt.
Editor Rediff.com “Rediff Guide to the
Net” for forwarding the article.

The media writes about Linux and its cre-
ator Linus Torvalds almost everyday. But
how can someone not as computer savvy as
the uber-geek next door use Linux? And
where do you get it? How does one install
and configure a Linux system? Where do
you turn for help? Get answers to these
questions here,

Oreaftemostinportantaneems :Can
Yyou use Linux for your daily computing
needs of word processing, spreadsheets,
surfing, playing audio and video files, etc?
The answer: A resounding Yes.
Linux easily subsitutes any flavor of
Microsoft Windows. Moreover, the old
Pentiums and Pentium Ils or Athlons,
Durons will work reasonably fast on the
latest Linux. So if you have an older buggy
version of Windows 95, 98 or Millenium
you can go for a Linux Operating System
(OS) rather than spending much more on
processors, motherboards or RAM to incor-
porate. Windows 2000 or XP.
Before explaining further let’s look at the
Lypes available. The OS comes in distribu-
tions, or distros for short. These distros are
built up on the latest Linux Kernel and add.
2 Yot of graphical utilities, software and
applications, installation programmes, ete.

Akernel can be thought of as the blueprint
and foundation of Linux distros. As of now
the latest Linux kernel is version 2.4.19.
Version 3 is planned for May 2003. Check

out http://www.kernel.org/ if you are curi-
ous.

For now, here’s a look at some of the big-
gest and the best distros, with ease of use
as the deciding factor. (For a complete list-
ing check Distrowatch)

1. - Considered to be the most
userfriendly. The current version
9 has a advanced installation util-
ity that will setup the OS, hard-
ware and peripherals with mini-
mal user input,
2. Redhat Linux - This is the biggest
Linux venture so far. The latest
version is 8. Redhat (name comes
from the red baseball hat the
founder used to wear in college)
competes with Mandrake in terms
of userfriendliness and features.
They’ve also captured the biggest
share of the Linux server market.
Suse Linux - European company
Suse competes with Redhat and
Mandrake. But they advise you to
buy the CD rather than download
the ISO images.
4. Debian Linux - Debian is on ver-
sion 3.0 and is most suitable for
Linux enthusiasts,

What’s the best Linux distro for someone
who doesnt have the time and cenergy for
hacking? Either Mandrake or Redhat. Ap-
plications like Open Office, that can read
and write MS Office files; Outlook substi-
tute ; an advanced Web browser Mozilla;
and GIMP - GNU Image Manipulation
Programme are available out of the box for
both distros. Also included are XMMS -
an MP3/ audio CD player, CD/ DVD/ VCD
player Xine and XCDROAST a CD-RW
utility etc. N

Not to mention hundreds of utilities...some
of which you'll discover months into work-
ing on Linux. If you want databusg sup-
port Oracle, DB2, MySQL are available.
Java or Java-based applications and the
world’s most popular Webserver Apache
make Linux their home.

1like GRUB or LILO or select the defaqlt
suggested by the installer. But make sure
the bootloader is loaded on the first sector
of the Linux ‘partition, not on the Master
Boot Record (MBR). Windows uses infor-
mation on MBR to boot up, so overwriting
that will cause difficulties, Your installa-
tion programme will allow you to select the
bootloader and where you want it installed,

The only way to
crash Win-XP is

Wait for its N
new Version,

n you will be
:Z:;‘,';:T"g s throwing ur
PC any Way.

Tl

sib.

What a bureau-
crat has to‘_say

R Gopalakrishnan,
Secretary to chief
minister, Madhya
Pradesh

Credits : o :
WWW.economictimes.indiatirres.com
A more appropriate query woulr{ be why
haven’t governments done it earlier. Thz
implications for public policy are fairly.
obvious, First is cost.
Commercial software costs money and
open source software is free. Even after
ing for training and install
costs of open source software, it may still
cost anywhere between one-half to one-
tenth of ial soft depend

Prereq - If your comp can ac-
commodate an OS from Microsoft other
than DOS or Windows 3.1, it will easily

accommodate Redhat or Mandrake.

So where do you get Linux? For people
with a broadband/ hishspeed ;

Linux can read FAT/ FAT32 filesystems
used by Win 95, 98 or ME. There’s also a
utility called — to read files from Limux
partitions while running Windows. How-
ever Mi ft has not released informa-

on the app ;

The ocean of unnecessary features in com-
mercial software makes hardware expen-
sive and obsolescence cycles shorter. Get-
ting locked into all future upgrades again

tion for writing NTFS (New Technology

(Cable, DSL etc) ISO images can be down-
loaded from Mandrake/ Redhat pages or
FTP sites. ¢

Mandrake 9 has three 1SO files of 700 MB
and:Redhat 8 has five. You need to ‘write

the ISO images using your CD-RW. utility
and the first ISO file (an ISO file i an

programme. R SRS

The 1SO file should not be burned directly
to a CD. Instead take the ‘Burn Image’
option from your CD-RW programme and
select the file. Though Redhat 8 has five
18O files, for the typical installation the
first three are enough.

How can someone with dialup get these
ISO images/ installation CDs? It’s a
herculean task to download a 700 MB file
over dialup and you should check other
sources. Your office may have a broadband
connection. Ask the system administrator
for help. Some computer magazines even
carry CDs with a version of Linux.

Once you get the CDs, we can proceed to
installation, It’s now time to remember the
six Ps of computing - Proper Planning Pre-
vents Piss Poor Performance. With that in
mind, here’s the pre installation ‘to do’
list:

1. Backup your files on floppies,
CDs and the Internet.

2. Make sure you print the installa-
tion PDF file or keep a copy on a
separate computer and read it
completely.

3. Create bootable floppies or CDs
of your current OS,

4. Use one 1.44 floppy for making
a Linux bootable disk,

The space needed for a normal desktop
Mandrake or Redhat installation is 1 to 3
GB depending on the options you select,
If you have a single harddisk with Win-
dows installed, the installer will create a
scparate Linux ex12/ ext3 partition on the
available free space and leave your exist-
ing Windows intact.

f you have a separate harddisk only for
loading Linux, select (hat, Ifnot, make free
space and retain the Windows flavour for
the time being, In this scenario, we should
take some precautions while installing
Linux bootloaders (programmes that load
important OS system files and initialise
the system). You could im|

plement popu-
lar ones

File System) drivers...so if your harddisk

has NTFS filesystem usedby Win NT/2000

or XP, Linux wont be able to read and write

files. 3 .

ou have a choice of graphical interfaces

(called X-Windows) on Linux. The pbpuf
one: KDE and :

also need to create a user (root user is
created automatically) for normal opera-
tions. Think of a username like
firstname-and-first-letter-of-lastname.

The installation programme will also

give you a choice f booting to a graphi-

cal or text interface. If you select the lat-

ter, you need to give username and pass-

word and then use the “startx’ command

to get into X-Windows. Also make sure

you create a bootdisk. One important

point to note: The root user has the final

authority on the system. Don’t lose o for-

get the root password. You’ll need to be

a root user once in a while.

Once the installation programme is over, if
you can boot Linux using the bootdisk, you
are done. Check your Internet connection,
network, soundcards, printers and other
peripherals. The installer should have iden-
tified them or asked you for input and in-
stalled the proper drivers.

A good forum for new Linux users is Linux
Newbie ... search for answers to existing
questions before posting your own. Also
check out the NHFs — Newbieised Help
Files. The next best resource is Google.

You should learn to use the X-Term win-
dow (comparable to the DOS window on
Windows ). As a first step after loading
Linux, try installing its version of Yahoo
messenger, Installing an application does
notinvolve the usual double click - you have
to type one or two commands - daunting as
it may seem, the pracedure is quite simple,
Once you begin to get the hang of it, you
can follow these instructions on adding an
entry to the Windows bootloader so that you
can select between Windows and Linux
when booting, *

As of now the only major things missing in
Linux are video post production applica-
tions like Adobe Premiere or Apple Finalcut
Pro. But a lot of Hollywood production
houses are using Linux clusters for com-
puter graphics and these applications will

soon enter the market for the general cus-
tomer.

b serious issue. By going along the
open source path, a government will spend
less money and receive the same or better
features, functionality and performance.

Even the money that they spend will ot
be invested in product prices, but in train-
ing and developing tens of thousands of
their ¢ : ople ‘2 competence

come possible onfythh]ﬁw—cost comput-
ers combined with open source software
and broadband connectivity.
Some experts feel that even at a conserva-
tive estimate, the hardware-software sav-
ings with an open source based thin client
can be 75% or more as compared with MS
Windows-office fat desktop. This is per-
haps the reason why countries like China,
Brazil, South Africa and Germany have
chosen open source software and why it
finds end in major ging mar-
kets.
The good old standard operating procedure
of b ies, when confronted with the
unknown, was to ask a question “what is
happening in other places™ In this case we
seemed to have missed that question.
The issue of security is important for pub-
lic policy. It is practically impossible to
Prove proprietary software is more secure
than free software. Public systems will need
to enshrine security and proprietary soft-
ware that guards source codes inherently
have a problem with governments that
would not want their core systems to be
dominated by externa] monopolies.

The good old standard Operating procedure
ofb ies, when confronted with the
unknown, was to ask 2 question “what is
happening in other places™ In this case we
seemed to have missed that question.
The issue of security is important for pub-
lic policy. It is practically impossible to
Prove proprietary software is more secure
than free software, Public systems will need
to enshrine security and Proprietary soft-
ware that guards source codes inherently
have a problem With governments that
Would not want thejr core systems to be
dominated by external monopoljes,

We must admit that €-governance, so farm
India, has been a play in the margins, the.
gulogising of the cow that got sold 01’1 the:

internet. As we begi
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If OPERATING SYSTEMS RAN THE AIRLINES

UNIX Airways:

Eyeryane brings one piece of the plane along when they come to the
airport. They all go out on the runway and put the plane together piece

by piece, arguing non-stop about what kind of plane th
to be building. P ind of plane they are suppose

Air DOS

[Everybody pushes the airplane until it glides, then they jump on and
let the plane coast until it hits the ground again. Then they push again,
jump on again,and so on...

Mac Airlines:

Al the stewards, captains, baggage handlers, and ticket agents look
and act exactly the same. Every time you ask qQuestions about details,
you are gently but firmly told that you don't need to know, don't want
1o know, and everything will be done for you without your ever having
to know, so just shut up.

i Air
m:dtzfnin:ﬂ is pretty and colorful, with friendly stewards, easy.bagguqe
check and boarding, and a smooth take-off. After about 10 minutes in
the air, the plane explodes with no warning whatsoever.

indows NT Air )
}V:s‘to\:{u Windows Air, but costs more, uses much.bngger p_Ianes, and
takes out all the other aircraft within a 40-mile radius when it explodes

i Air: .
t'ir;;:unﬂ:d employees of all the other OS airlines decide to start their
own airline. They build the planes, ticket counters, and pave thg runways
themselves. They charge a small fee to cover the cost of printing the
ticket, but you can also download and print the ticket yourself. When
you board the plane, you are given a seat, four bolts, a wrenc_h and a
copy of the Seat-HOWTO.html. Once settled, the fully udJ:‘s,f::l:
seat is very comfortable, the plane leaves ar;d ;ol:‘rw;r:nf:"'ﬂ:; e
:fs;r'zleomali';:"::: T;ﬂg%:eg:le':rw;ip, but all they can say is, "You
had to do what with the seat?”

O ,

OUR COMPUTER
AGINE IF INSTEAD OF CRYPTIC TEXT STRINGS, Y )

II";ODUCED ERROR MESSAGES IN HAIKU (ancient Japanese
form of poetry is known as haiku)...

Yesterday it worked
Today it is not working
Windows is like that

The Web site you seek
cannot be located but
endless others exist

Stay the patient course
Of little worth is your ire
The network is down

Chaos reigns within,
Reflect, repent, and reboot.
Order shall return

Three things are certain:
Death, taxes, and lost data.
Guess which has occurred.

First snow, then silence.
This thousand dollar screen dies
so beautifully.

Rather than a beep
Or a rude error message,
These words: “File not found."

Windows NT crashed.

I am the Blue Screen of Death.
No one hears your screams.
Serious error,

All shortcuts have disappeared.
Screen. Mind. Both are blank.

A crash reduces
your expensive computer
to a simple stone.

Fokok Rk Kok KKk

Bill Gates dies and heads up to the pearly gates (no relation). SaintPeter
meets him there and says, *Well, you've led an... interesting life, Bill. To .b"
perfectly honest, we're not quite sure which place to send you. So"we re
going to let you decide.” Gates swallows nervously and says, “okay". St.
Peter snaps his fingers and they are instantly transported to a sunny beach,
There's beer and rock music and topless women playing "volleybgll.. Gates
says,"Hey, is this heaven? It's GREAT!" St. Pe’re'r says, No, fhus is Hell.
Let me show you what Heaven is like." He snaps his fm’gers again and they
are instantly transported to a serene ci‘ry'par‘k, There's a sof?_ br'egze and
birds are chirping and old people are sitting on benches feeding pidgeons

and playing chess. Gates says,"Well, this is... nice. But, given a choice, I

‘|l take Hell." St. Peter says,"You got it," and snaps his finger;.
ggaefs:slisili:;anﬂy imbedded in molzen lava where his skin is flayed of f in
unspeakable agony. All around him he can hear de”rnonlc‘laugh?'zrl_aknd’:\he'
screams of the damned. He looks up and shouts,"Hey, it wasn't 11: e }:‘s
Where's the beach? Where're the babes?” Saint Peter looks ﬁlown rom his
Macintosh and says, "Sorry, Bill. That wasthe demo version.

G

o MCSE == Mentally Challenged Slave of the Empire.

¢ Q: How many Microsoft Programmers does it take to screw ina

lightbulb?

A: It cannot be done. You will need to upgrade your house.

*  Microsoft does have a Y2K problem... it's called Linux]

Linux: transforms your microcomputer in a workstation.
Windows NT: transforms your workstation in a microcomputer. (Sub-

mitted by Paulo F. Sedrez)

ERRARERRIRNR .

When you say "I wrote a
stare at

program that crashed Windows®, people just

you blankly and say "Hey, I got those with the system, *for free**

(By Linus Torvalds)

The jokes are collected from various websites

Continue from Page 6, Col 4

R Gopalakrishnan,
Secretary to chief
minister, Madhya
Pradesh

In the area of education, governments will
need to enlist the computer as a tool to
push the frontiers of learning to improve
quality. We need to transit from the cur-
rent obsession with mere computer lit-
eracy to generate cyber coolies for the
market but sce the potential of the me-
dium to sti the i y
of the human mind. Open source software
has been the preferred medium in learn-
ing institutions because here students can
investigate the medium they work with
and construct knowledge.

What can be the down-side of a policy shift
to open source software in India? The stan-
dard fear is about who will provide main-
tenance and support. This fear is negated
by the fact that there is a blooming sup-
port service industry which is set to grow
as policy gets proactive on open source
software.

Why has not there been a national policy
as yet on promotion of open source soft-
ware? Part of the reason is the policy lead-
ership of southern Indian states where the
issues were focused more on IT produc-
tion than on IT use.

Romance.ucam.org (http://
romance.ucam.org) is the highly suc-
cessful society for single members of
Cambridge University - it's fun, free,
and very popular. There is also a sister
society in
Oxford(OxfordRomance.org.uk) which
runs the same code, on the same server
(a Dual PIII, 1GHz with 1.5GB RAM)
located in Cambridge. To date, we have
had several thousand members and over
1.4 million messages have been ex-
changed. We know of at least 3 engage-
ments and one marriage!

The site was initially implemented on
MS$ 118, using ASP and the Access “da-
tubase” on Windows 2k. When 1 took
over, we had outgrown this “toy” solu-
tion, and it was crashing weekly, and
the dutabase was always corrupted. Af-
ter a brief dalliance with Sun’s buggy
Chilisoft ASP on Linux, I rewrote the
site to use PHP.

' Romance with Mandrake

Another part of the reason is fragmented
bureaucratic turf. Given the poor penetra-
tion of information technology in India,
there is now a growing realisation that In-
dia will need to move to a more compre-
hensive “ICT Policy for Development”.
While formulating such a policy through
amulti-sectoralforum that brings together
the ministries of planning, finance, HRD,
CIT, etc., the ministry of science and tech-
nology may need to comprehensively ad-
dress the question as to whether the “tech-
nology framework of a government” can be
based on proprietary standards. That will
hopefully settle this issue.
Public policy cannot be authored on the
basis of freebies or initial sweeteners in
terms of discounts offered by monopolies.
It has to be informed by a long-term vi-
sion. The decision of the government of
Madhya Pradesh to prefer open source soft-
ware of Linux for its computer-enabled
education programme was, like the chief
minister stated, a matter of “choosing be-
tween a free software and a monopoly”.

It ought not to be seen as a vote against any
particular company. Inherent in the debate
on open source software are issues of free-
dom, monopoly and choice of the buyer. The
internet itself is premised on freedom, shar-
ing and decentered activity. And freedom,
is as of yet, one of the best ideas that hu-
mankind has produced.

(Thanks a lot to asp2php for doing much
of the conversion). We use PostgreSQL.,
Apache, and Mandrake Linux §.2. PHP
is a joy to work with, and 1 was amazed
by the extent to which it all “Just worked™
out of the box. Nice one, Mandrake!

Since then, the site has almost run itself’
- the only interruptions we getare due to
Power outages! An additional benetit is
that we saved £1100 by not paying for
MicroSoft’s inferior, wnstable bugware!

The "Free Software™ approach is one we
like - our society is very much o commu-
nity based one, for which we do not
charge, We are intending to oxpand to
other Universities soon,

R Rnn\unce.uc;\mmg

UK
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Arash Zaini is a Computer Professional and Free Software movement activist
from Iran. Before 2001 he was engaged with several Commercial Projects. But
since last year he started completely focusing on Open Source & Free Software.
He is doing commercial Projects using Free Software like JAVA which uns on
(Cross plate Form. But has never tested them on ‘Windows plat form. -

He runs nn'aignnizaﬁan known as ébapu Shabdiz as'an Founder & Managing

Director which was

founded in April 2001 as a spin off from Laico:Industrial

¥

TP E ux de 1sulting services in areas such as
o o S oxoP St St ek
and eBusiness consulting. VTR

He very much believes hat Linux is a reliable operating system and that open
source produces better software and faster, unlike the traditional models of soft-
ware development. Open source lives and prospers through the community. He
dedicated himself to the principles of open source and believe that they can build
up a strong community in Iran contributing to the worldwide success of Linux and
open source Software.

He is working as an coordinator on a FARSI language project on Linux known as
FARSIKDE integrating it with KDE. Recently he demonstrated the same at the
WorkShop held at SARAI, New Delhi.

You can reach him by visiting his web site http:/www.chaparshabdiz.com

interviewed by Software Freedom Network

Want to Install

E - Library

Containing more than10,000 Books

on the following Categories

AGRICULTURE ,AUSTRALIA, ACTION, BIOGRAPHY,CANADA,CLASSIC,
CRITICSCHEMISTRY, COMPUTERS AND TECH, CROPS, COOKREY, DISAS-
TER MANAGEMENT, DRAMA ENVIORNMENT, ENGG. BOOKS,
ELIZABETHIANS, ENLIGHTMENT, ENGLISH LANGUAGE, FOREST MAN-
AGEMENT, FORESTRY , AND WILD LIFE, FICTION, FOLKLORE, GEOGRA-
PHY, GIRLS AND BOYS, GOTHIC, HOUSEHOLD, HORTOCULTURE, HOME
AND FAMILY, HUMOR, HISTROY, KIDS , LANDSCAPES, MATHS,
MEDICIENE, MILITARY, MYSTREY, NATURAL RESOURCES, NON FICTION,
ORIENT, PHYSICS, POETRY, POLITICAL SCIENCE, PULPFICTION, POUL-
TRY, RELIGION, SATIRE, SCIENCE, SCI-FI, TOPS, TOXIC CHEMICALS,
WATER MANAGEMENT, WESTERN, WASTE MANAGEMENT, WILD LIFE

and many more ... Plus Papers & Journals

On Your Server or Stand Alone Machine
Contact

Sir George Everest Research Society

Research@Soccer.Com

“Bill Gates donates 100m $ cheque
to fight aids in India”

s *'The numbers (of India's Aids
suffercrs) arc hotely debated , That
number(25 million) is highly ex-
aggerated. Efforts to fight

should be
with the threat . I thing Gates has
over dome it" “ Murli
Manohar Joshi

e We do hate to rain on a high-
profile corporate love-fest,
but we have to point out that
in addition to the much trum-
peted $100 million Billg has
donated to India’s fight
against HIV, he’s funding the
Microsoftjihad against Linux
to the far more impressive:
tune of $421 “Th

Actions and Reactions

‘We are a poor country. We
cannot develop operating
systems and platforms on our
own,”

Vivek Kulkarni, information
secretary of Karnataka

o Let the secretary ask
what was the capital of
Gates when he started
Microsoft and developed
operating systems. I
think we should fight
this Bill Gate's Jihad as
well as the federal and
state governments’ dis-
missive attitude towards
open source applica-
tions, Mohan Das

“Proprietary software companies hand
out free copies for the same reason that
cigarette companies give sample packs to
college kids- to encourage addiction,”

Richard Stallman

Attention Readers!

e Software Freedom Team re
uests it’s readers to send in thei

Secure Linux desktop begins ship-
ping to UK police force

Credits : John Lettice, The Register

(john.lettice@theregister.co.uk)of an ultra low cost machine being supplied by the

Telford office of Taiwanese company

A pilot scheme which could see police
forces throughout England and Wales
switching to Linux desktops has kicked off
with delivery of the first systems to the West
Yorkshire force.

The deployment is taking place under a
contract awarded to netproject earlier this
year by the UK Police IT Organisation, and
if successful will cover over 60,000 desk-
tops. In West Yorks alone the installed base
is around 3,500, and a spokesman reckoned
that the savings from this would be around
£1 million a year. It is however the approach
and architecture of the system that is most
interesting, because if it is proven to work
for the police, it's likely to open doors for
Linux in numerous other areas of UK pub-
lic service and government. Eddie Bleasdale
of netproject calls it the “Secure Open Desk-
top Architecture.”

The user-facing part of the system consists
of an ultra low cost machine being supplied
reader.

by the Telford office of Taiwanese company
GCl, price £299, including a smart card

These clients connect via VNC to the busi-
ness end of the system, which can include
legucy Windows systems, making it easier
for customers to transition to open source.

The clients themselves are ‘stateless,’ so a
user can log on with their smartcard from
any machine on the network, and get im-
mediate access to their personal desktop,
which includes Openoffice. For police work
this has clear advantages, because it poten-
tially makes mobile connectivity a lot easier.

Bleasdale, who says he has interest from
several other organisations, has wider
ambitions for the system.

Given that the client hardware isn't
particularly important, for example, it can
be easily swapped out with fanless
workstations or appliances that would be
silent, and quite possibly more reliable than
your average PC.

He also pitches it (presentation available
here) in the trusted computing arena, and
against the PC-centric and network com-
puter approaches.

Note that the presentation outlines a
structure for an “Open Source Infrastructure
for Secure E-Business,” which is clearly a
tad more ambitious than simply re-
equipping the whole police force. And note
in passing (page 9) a classic example of
Eddie’s ch istic tact and dipl
“Linux is Unix done properly.”

Road, Dehra Dun, U.A-India.
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